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1 . DURING MY DISCUSSIONS OVER THE WEEKEND WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTER BITSIOS (SEPTELS NOTAL), WE DISCUSSED THE 
ANTICIPATED SAILING OF THE SISMIK I INTO THE AEGEAN. 

I ASKED BITSIOS IF HE KNEW WHEN THE SHIP WOULD SAIL 
AND WHERE IT INTENDED TO GO. HE SAID THAT HE UNDER- 
STOOD IT MIGHT BEGIN ITS "RESEARCH" IN THE AEGEAN AS 
EARLY AS WEDNESDAY, JULY 21. BUT THAT HE WAS NOT 
CERTAIN WHERE IT WOULD GO. 

2. HE SAID THAT PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS AND HIGH- 
LEVEL CIVILIAN AND MILITARY LEADERS IN GREECE WERE IN 
VIRTUALLY CONTINUOUS CONTACT WITH RESPECT TO THIS 
PROBLEM. HE SAID THEY WERE "VERY CONCERNED" BECAUSE 
THEY BELIEVED IT POSSIBLE THAT TURKEY WAS CONTEMPLATING 
A MAJOR CONFRONTATION WITH GREECE ON THIS MATTER. 

3. 1 TOLD BITSIOS THAT THIS DID NOT ACCORD WITH OUR 
OWN INFORMATION AND REMINDED HIM ONCE AGAIN OF THE 
ASSURANCES GIVEN BY TURKISH OFFICIALS THAT THEY HAD 
NO DESIRE TO "TEST THE WILL" OF GREECE NOR PROVOKE 

A CONFRONTATION. BITSIOS SCOFFED. HE SAID THAT 
SURELY PEOPLE MUST HAVE LEARNED BY NOW THAT THE 
TURKS CANNOT BE TRUSTED - RIGHT UP TO THE EVE OF 
THEIR INVASION OF CYPRUS, HE SAID, THEY WERE GIVING 
"ASSURANCES" TO THEN FOREIGN SECRETARY CALLAGHAN 
THAT THEY WOULD NOT INVADE. 

4. WHY DO THEY HAVE TO SEND THE SHIP INTO THE AEGEAN 
ANYWAY, BITSIOS ASKED? SHY DO THEY HAVE TO 
KEEP MAKING SUCH PROVOCATIVE STATEMENTS? DON'T THEY 
KNOW THAT THE GREEK PUBLIC IS ALREADY GREATLY AROUSED 
BY THIS AND THAT CARAMANLIS' ABILITY TO MANEUVER IS 
LIMITED. 

5. 1 SAID A LOT OF PEOPLE BELIEVED THAT THE PROVOCATIVE 
STATEMENTS WERE NOT COMING ONLY FROM THE TURKISH SIDE, 
AND I REFERRED TO THE STEADY STREAM OF NEWSPAPER HEAD- 
LINES AND PRESS COMMENTARY IN GREECE. I SAID I HAD EVEN 
HEARD SPECULATION THAT THE GREEK GOVERNMENT WAS 
"INSPIRING" SOME OF THESE PRESS STORIES FROM BEHIND THE 
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SCENES. BITSIOS SAID THAT SIMPLY WAS NOT TRUE. HE 
SAID THE GOG WAS DOING EVERYTHING IN ITS POWER TO 
TRY AND CALM THE SITUATION. THEY HAD REPEATEDLY 
REFRAINED FROM MAKING ANY PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON THIS 
SUBJECT UNTIL LATE FRIDAY NIGHT (REF A) WHEN THEY 
SIMPLY COULD NOT REMAIN SILENT ANY LONGER. IN ADDITION, 
CARAMANLIS AND TOP OFFICIALS OF HIS GOVERNMENT WERE 
DOING ALL THEY COULD TO COUNSEL THE GREEK COMMUNICATIONS 
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MEDIA TO TREAT THE SUBJECT IN A MUCH CALMER AND MORE 
RESTRAINED MANNER AND TO AVOID INFLAMING GREEK PUBLIC 
OPINION AGAINST TURKEY. 

6. THE FACTS WERE, BITSIOS WENT ON, VERY WORRISOME, 

HOWEVER. THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT HAD ANNOUNCED THAT THE 
SHIP WOULD BE CARRYING OUT SEISMIC RESEARCH IN 
TURKISH TERRITORIAL WATERS AND ON THE "OPEN SEAS.” 

HOWEVER, THIS ONLY CONFUSED THE ISSUE. NAVIGATION IN 
TERRITORIAL WATERS AND ON THE OPEN SEAS WAS ONE THING, 

THE "CONTINENTAL SHELF" WAS ANOTHER. OF COURSE, BOTH 
GREECE AND TURKEY HAD TERITORIAL WATERS AND THERE WERE 
"OPEN SEAS" IN THE AEGEAN. HOWEVER, UNDER THESE SEAS, 

BOTH GREECE AND TURKEY HAD A CONTINENTAL SHELF AND 
DEMARCATIONS OF THIS SHELF HAD NOT BEEN AGREED BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES. "SEISMIC RESEARCHES" WERE NOT SIMPLY 
"SCIENTIFIC," THEY REPRESENTED "EXPLORATION" OF THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF. FOR TURKEY TO SEND THE SISMIK I 
INTO THE AEGEAN TO "EXPLORE" THE CONTINENTAL SHELF UNDER 
THE AEGEAN SEA - GIVEN THE FACT THAT THERE HAD BEEN 
NO AGREED DEMARCATION OF THE SHELF - AS AND OF ITSELF 
CONSTITUTED A FLAGRANT PROVOCATION AGAINST GREECE. 

THIS WAS ESPECIALLY TRUE SINCE THE TWO GOVERNMENTS WERE 
NOW IN CONTACT WITH RESPECT TO THE ISSUE AND WERE SEEKING 
TO "NEGOTIATE- A SOLUTION BY REFERRING IT TO THE WORLD COURT. 
FOR TURKEY TO SEND A SHIP INTO THE AEGEAN WHILE THESE 
NEGOTIATIONS WERE GOING ON COULD NOT BE OTHER THAN A 
PROVOCATION AND AN ATTEMPT BY TURKEY TO ACHIEVE A 
FAIT ACCOMPLI. 

7. 1 TOLD BITSIOS THAT WE WERE URGING BOTH SIDES TO 
EXERCISE MAXIMUM RESTRAINT AND SAID THAT OVERREACTION 
AND ESCALATION OF THE CRISIS BY THE GREEKS SHOULD 
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BE AVOIDED AT ALL COSTS. I REFERRED TO PRESS SPECULATION 
IN GREECE THAT THE SISMIK I WOULD BE "SUNK" BY GREEK NAVAL 
SHIPS AND THAT GREECE WOULD FITHT TURKEY TO THE "LAST 
BULLET" IF NECESSARY. BITSIOS SAID THESE WERE PURELY PRESS 
STORIES - NOTHING MORE. IN FACT, ONE OF THEM HAD BEEN BASED 
ON A REUTERS DISPATCH OUT OF BRUSSELS AND THE GOG HAD BEEN 
BUSILY ENGAGED IN TRYING TO DAMPEN THIS SPECULATION AND 
DENY THESE STORIES. 
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8. 1 TOLD BITSIOS THAT THE TURKS APPARENTLY FELT THAT GREECE 
WANTED TO MAKE THE AEGEAN INTO A "GREEK LAKE" AND ERE 
SAYING THAT TURKEY COULD NEVER ACCEPT THIS. NONSENSE, BITSIOS 
SAID, WE HAVE NEVER CLAIMED AND DO NOT CLAIM NOW THAT THE 
AEGEAN IS A GREEK LAKE. WE ARE TALKING ABOUT THE CONTINENTAL 
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SHELF, HE SAID. NOT THE WATER OVER IT. BUT WHAT ABOUT 
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TURKISH ASSERTIONS THAT GREECE HAS DONE SIMILAR RESEARCH, I 
ASKED? "NOT TRUE," BITSIOS SAID, "GREECE HAS ONLY CONDUCTED 
SUCH RESEARCH WITHIN ITS OWN TERRITORIAL SEAS AND ON ADJACENT 
CONTINENTAL SHELF AREAS THAT HAVE NEVER BEEN CLAIMED BY 
TURKEY OR NOT IN ANY WAY BEING DISPUTED. 

9. 1 THEN ASKED BITSIOS HOW THE GREEK GOVERNMENT PLANNED TO DEAL 
WITH THE SISMIK I IF AND WHEN IT ENTERED A DISPUTED AREA, 

AND BITSIOS INDICATED THAT GREECE HAD WORKED OUT A VERY MEASURED 
LINE OF ACTION. ALTHOUGH HE DECLINES TO MAKE ANY COMMITMENT AS 
TO WHAT THE GOG WOULD DO, BITSIOS INDICATED THAT GREEK VESSELS 
WOULD FIRST APPROACH THE SISMIK I IF IT WERE IN A DISPUTED 
AREA - AND INQUIRE WHAT IT WAS DOING. IF IT WERE 
NAVIGATING INNOCENTLY AND NOT ENGAGED IN "ILLEGAL" 

OPERATIONS IT WOULD BE LEFT ALONE. IF IT WAS 
DETERMINED THAT THE TURKISH VESSEL WAS ENGAGED IN 
IMPROPER "EXPLORATION" OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF AREA 
CLAINED BY GREECE, THE VESSEL WOULD BE ASKED TO CEASE 
ITS OPERATIONS AND DEPART. IT IT REFUSED TO DO SO, 

THE GREEK COMMANDER OR REPRESENTATIVES WOULD BE 

REQUIRED TO SEEK FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS FROM ATHENS AS TO WHAT TO DO 

NEXT - AND WHAT WAS DONE WOULD DEPEND UPON THE CIRCUMSTANCES 

AND FACTS AT THE TIME. HOWEVER, BITSIOS LEFT ME IN 

NO DOUBT THAT IF THE TURKISH VESSEL INSISTED ON CARRYING 

OUT IMPROPER OR ILLEGAL "EXPLORATION" OF GREEK-CLAIMED 

SHELF, THAT AN ARMED CLASH BETWEEN GREECE AND TURKEY 

WAS A DISTINCT POSSIBILITY. 

10. 1 COUNSELED ONCE AGAIN A POLICY OF GREATEST RESTRAINT 
AND MODERATION, AND HE RESPONDED BY ASKING ME 

TO REMIND U.S. OFFICIALS OF THE GREEK GOVERNMENT'S 
POSITION AND SUGGESTED ONCE AGAIN THAT THE PLACE 
FOR US AND THE OTHER ALLIES OF GREECE AND TURKEY TO 
TAKE ANY ACTION WAS IN ANKARA, NOT ATHENS - 
THAT IS, WE SHOULD URGE THE TURKS TO AVOID SENDING THE 
SISMIK I INTO ANY DISPUTED AREA. 

KUBISCH 
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